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CARE HOME PATHWAY (3) – DISCHARGES FROM May 2020  

 Patient is medically optimised for discharge 

Negative on 

admission 

Positive on admission 

and now apyrexial / well 

Negative 

Positive 

RE-SWAB after 7 days if remains in acute or IC 

hospital setting and begin cycle again  

Proceed to discharge to Care Home IF care home can 

isolate for 14 days and happy to accept … OR                                                                                 

Ward team to perform swab 48 hours before planned discharge (need to electronically request the COVID-19 

test on Medway choosing from dropdown box that this is a is a COVID-19 CLEARANCE SWAB)  

CLEARANCE SWAB results will be ready within 48h and available on OCS/Medway results as usual and also on 

the Trust bed management Covid results dashboard 

Hospital discharge team will access alternative 

non acute bed  

Discharge to Care 

Home if Care 

Home able to 

isolate for 14 

days from the 

positive result*  

SWAB result -

update section 

2 /Medway 

discharge 

proforma free 

text 

*If the patient  is either severely immunocompromised or have they received ICU care during the current admission a repeat swab 
they should be retested 14 days from the last positive until a negative result is obtained before infection prevention precautions can 
be stepped down. If that is positive, repeat every 14 days until a negative result is obtained before stepping down isolation preautions. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-within-
hospitals-and-discharging-covid-19-patients-from-hospital-to-home-settings/guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-
precautions-and-discharging-covid-19-patients  

D/C team source placement OR  liaise with existing care home  – assure care home that CLEARANCE SWAB to 

take place imminently and they will be informed of status. 

Discharge to Care Home using 

Trusted Assessor with supportive 

community care if required and 

isolate for 14 days from 

discharge 
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